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Power

of Spirit

of Ukrainian
artists

«World of Mariya *ryjmachenko in
the eyes of children from the United
States» and «Ukraine goes [hristmas
carolling» are the names of “ower
of Spirit Society art exhibitions from
~hiladelphia, that were held in {yiv
in anuary. PC pieces of children s
artand [hristmas doll compositions
were brought to Ukraine by “oman
and Dana~oun cofounders of
the Society. The o ] cial support of
the exhibitions was provided by
Ukrainian [ultural oundation
and international und of Mariya
~ryjmachenko.

hildren painted their fancies on
Cworks of the famous artist oversees.

They, aged four to sixteen, had
never seen Ukraine, but in their pictures it
lives and reveals child’s Ukrainian soul by
means of nanve art. Before it was brought
to Ukraine exhibition «Ukraine goes Christ-
mas carolling» was shown in Washington at
an annual International Festival of Lights
which in one month was attended by 240
thousand Americans.

Well, who are the organizers and popu-
larizers of this creative work? They are Ro-
man Loun, a representative of Ukrainian
Cultural Fund in the USA and Canada, Mer-
ited Artist of Ukraine, and his wife, Dana
Loun, a member of the National Union of
Artists of Ukraine .

In the United States they founded an
artistic and cultural Power of Spirit Soci-
ety which propagates Ukrainian culture



and positive image of our country abroad.
Roman Loun points out with pleasure that
while getting to know Ukraine through art
more and more Americans realize that
Ukraine is not Russia, it is a country with its
own, expressive national character, pecu-
liar settings, Christmas performances, that
Ukrainains are descendants of trypillya
culture, the Scythians, the Anths, who ap-
peared on earth five thousand years ago.
Alongside with the exhibition of pic-
tures on works of Mariya Pryjmachenko, in
the Golden Hall of Ukrainian Cultural Foun-
dation in Lypky the Loun couple presented
their Christmas composition «Ukraine goes
Christmas carolling» which had been pre-
sented at American festivals and in the
United Nations. The exhibition is com-
prised of three parts: «Huzulsky Epiphany

Eve», «Naddniepryanska Sviata Vecheria »,
«Ukraine goes Christmas carolling.

Dana Loun dressed the carol singers -
40 miniature dolls of a little theatre - in na-
tional costumes. Authentic settings which
she designed and made by herself perfect-
ly reflect the culture of presented regions,
like everything that is placed in «khata»
(Ukrainian house) - pottery, tables, cloths,
icons, «skrynya»(chest) and twelve dishes
on the Christmas table. The dolls — family-
are having supper, carol singers are sing-
ing, everything is like in real life. At Holly
Supper, children are with their grandpar-
ents though, you can'’t see parents - they
have gone abroad to earn money. Roman
Loun speaks about this drama of a modern
Ukrainian family, as well as about his own
worries. Thus, the exhibition was shown at

diplomatic receptions, in Ukrainian House
and at Christmas reception with Patriarch
Philaret but not a single time was it widely
shown in Ukraine.

Roman and Dana Loun brought to
Ukraine sixty children’s pictures drawn by
young inheritors of Mariya Pryjmachen-
ko’s art . Each of the pictures is a peculiar
combination of the souls of Mariya Pryj-
machenko and American children.

Now Power of Spirit Society is going to
bring back to the children across the At-
lantics the references of full excitement of
their works.

There are a lot of written references
that will add more power to the spirit of
young Americans. Here is, for instance, the
reference made by Vasyl Storchak, general
consultant of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine,
member of the board of the Ukrainian Cul-
tural Foundation:

«Dear children, you are the unique
samples of the wonderful Ukrainian flowers
sowed all over the world. The Providence
brought you all together with your teach-
ers - the amazing Loun family - to reveal
to the world the beautiful Ukrainian soul,
incarnated in the age-old folk traditions.»

«After seeing these stunning pictures
| felt like saying: «Be what children arel»-
wrote in the guest book Antonina Pipko,
one of the numerous visitors of the exhibi-
tion. — Be like these Children are, who in
such a deep light and warm manner de-
scribed the world of Ukrainian soul»

Maria VLAD
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